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Airlift of Victims’ Bodies! 


To Dover Is 

'By Alice Bonner 

Washington Post Staff Writer 

By the time the ninth and final air- 
lift flight from Guyana landed at Do- 
ver Air Force Base about 3 a.m. yes- 
terday,’ 912 bodies from the Nov. 18 
mass suicide and murder were 
stacked around the military installa- 
tion awaiting identiication. 

Near the end, the teams packing the 
plastic-bagged remains , in; South 
America ran out of alu min um body 
carriers. The last flight, with .183 bod- 
ies aboard, included several blue-and- 
brown metal caskets. The 82 contain- 
ers, some containing two or three bod- 
ies, were -placed four high on the 
plane for easier unloading, bond to- 
gether in dozens. 

As the airlift to Delaware ended, 
Charleston Air .Force Base in South 
Carolina was preparing to receive ap- 
proximately 80 Peoples Temple mem- 
bers who '.survived, the incidents in, 
Guyana. Their arrival time was not 
definite. .X 

Nearly 40 federal officials were 
Charleston yesterday, among them 30 
FBI investigators who will interview 
the survivors for possible involvement 
in the slayings of Rep. Leo J. Ryan (D- 
Calif.) and four others at the Port 
Kaituhia airstrip Nov. 18. That inci- 
dent preceded the mass, suicides at 
Jonestown.. 

FBI spokesman Charles Devic said' 
the agents will investigate under a 
law making it a federal crime to kill a 
member of Congress. Devic said the 
probe will extend to temple members 
in the United States. 

If the survivors are not believed to 
be involved in the “murder or conspir- 
acy to murder,” they will pass on to 



nine Department of Health, Education 
and Welfare officials detailed hereiS- 
from the Atlanta regional office. : < 

The HEW officials, three of them.|" 
doctors, will give physical -examine- i 
tions and issue airline tickets ahdup «S 
to $55 in emergency, cash to get the S 
temple members to -their homes, a de- 
partment spokesman said. The assist-S 
ance will be loaned and must be re- 
paid, he said. .■>, 

At Dover, the Defense Department, 
which is primarily responsible for 
shipment and identification of the 
bodies, yesterday augmented the mor- ■ 
tuary staff of nearly 60 with 35 pathol- 
ogists from Walter Reed Army Medi- 
cal Center and 29 graves registration .: 
experts from Fort Lee. 

It could take a month for the work- 
ers to fingerprint and identify the 
bodies before they are released to rel- 
atives, according to Maj. Brigham 
Shuler, a Pentagon spokesman. 

The presence of the remains, which 
are loaded on freight trailers parked 
in empty hangars or stored in refrig- ' 
erated vans until they are sent to the 
mortuary for processing by volun- 
teers, has raised concern among Some 
Dover residents about the potential 
for spread of disease. 

A Delaware public health official 
yesterday inspected the mortuary, one 
of the two largest such facilities on 
U.S. military bases, and “gave it a 
clean bill of health,” according to 1 
Shuler. 

With the airlift completed, the base 
shut down its reception center for vic- 
tims’ relatives, only a few of whonp§|| 
had come to- Dover. Survivors were 
urged to contact the State Depart- '-*; 
ment for information about relatives. 

Staff writer 'Warren Brown contrib- ’ll- 
uted to this article. 



